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Overview and Rationale
Students need to learn the importance of background information how find accurate information.
Goals for Understanding
Essential Questions 

Where can students find accurate information?

       Critical Engagement Questions


       What are the recognized steps of journalistic writing?


       Why is research necessary?


Overviews and Timeline

Activity 1 (One 50-minute class)


1. Identify the steps of journalistic writing: 

Sniff. Explore. Collect. Focus. Select. Order. Draft. Revise.  

(These are discussed in Writing Tool #50: The Writing Process by Roy Peter Clark.)  

2. Have students read Writing Tool #50: The Writing Process 

3. Lead a class discussion of each of the steps.

4. For homework, have students complete the first two steps of the process. They will come in to the next session prepared for the third step with at least two story ideas.
Activity 2 (One 50-minute classes)
1. Go around the class, having each student present their ideas and write them on the board.

2. Have students brainstorm a list of resources for their story ideas reminding them that they should do background research before any interviewing takes place. 

3. Make sure students have come up with a diverse list of resources, helping fill in as necessary.

4. Have students choose one of their ideas.

5. Using their resource list have students begin research.

Assessment (One 50-minute class)

1. Have students peer edit their background information and give suggestions.

2. Collect and check that sources and information is appropriately related to their story idea.

3. Completion of this step is worth 20 points. 

References 

Writing Tool #50: The Writing Process available online: http://www.poynter.org/content/content_view.asp?id=79244 

Story ideas: Al’s Morning Meeting http://www.poynter.org/column.asp?id=2
Sample Web Resources:

Google news – http://news.google.com
Searchable public records – http://www.searchsystems.net
Background on people - http://www.zoominfo.com/
Biographies of famous people – http://www.s9.com/biography/
Investigate political donors – http://www.tray.com/fecinfo/
